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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Bernie  Wiepper 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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This  is  a  GRE 
Des  Moines  Tribune 

A  Book 
On  Career 
Of  Torrevs 

A  profusely  illustrated  book 
tracing  the  career,  and  works 
of  the  late  Fred  M.  Torrey, 
nationally 
known  sculp- 
tor who  once 
lived  in  Des 
Moines,  and 
his  wife,  Ma- 
bel Landrum 
T  orrey,  now 
of  Ames,  has 
been  pub- 
lished by  the 
Borden  Pub- 
lishing Co.  of 
Alhambra,  Calif. 

Editor  of  the  volume  — 
which  contains  photographs  of 
all  the  Torreys'  major  produc- 
tions during  their  joint  career 
—  is  Gladys  E.  Hamlin,  asso- 
ciate professor  of  art  at  Iowa 
State  University. 

Anecdotes 

Miss  Hamlin's  text  is  en- 
livened with  numerous  anec- 
dotes about  the  inspiration  for 
many  of  the  works.  The  pho- 
tographs include  nearly  100 
medals  and  memorial  tablets, 
as  well  as  details  of  Torrey's 
life-size  and  heroic-scale 
sculptures,  such  as  the  Munn 
Memorial  in  Gage  Park  at 
Topeka,  Kan.,  and  Lincoln 
And  Tad,  the  3,700-pound 
bronze  at  the  west  entrance  of 
the  Iowa  Statehouse. 

A  classical  sculptor,  Torrey 
specialized  in  historical  monu- 
ments, busts  and  building 
decoration,  but  perhaps  was 
best  known  for  his  works  of 
Lincoln. 

/■* 

*  A  design  for  one  of  these, 
!  "Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at 
;  Midnight,"  will  be  enlarged  to 
I  a  9%-foot  bronze  statue  and 
\  placed  on  the  Capitol  grounds 
|  in  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

Mayor  William  S.  Bryant  of 


I  Torrey's  hometown,  Sum- 

J  mersville,  W.  Va.,  flew  to 
Ames  last  week  to  present 
Mrs.  Torrey  with  a  check  for 

|  $5,000  for  Torrey's  plaster  de- 
sign for  the  bronze  of  Lincoln. 

L.  Mrs.  Torrey's  Work 
Miss  Hamlin's  volume  also 
contains  photographs  of  Mrs. 
Torrey's  works,  mostly  por- 
traits and  statuettes  of  chil- 
dren in  bronze,  marble  and 
plaster,  including  several  of 


AT  book. Author  worked  8  years  to  £et  it  done.V/hy  I'd  even 

5-14-69    p£i7  the  ^osta^e   and  Set  and  send  you  one  at  this 

special  price  — «^ 

The  Sculpture  ^Tve^MabelJorre^ 

The  Publisher  Sa^    *(8oo  ^ 
V\ o uJ  £o rots*, rv\o*lT\  , £cr  uour  i*\>r<art£ 

FRIENDS  OF  LINCOLN 

fohn  D.  Clinton,  Exec.  Secretary 

1058  37th      Des  Moines,  la. 


Mrs.  Torrey  recently  moved 
to  Ames  from  Des  Moines  and 
is  a  resident  of  Riverside 
Manor  there. 


An  introductory  article,  en- 
titled "The  Torrey  Story," 
was  written  by  Marcus  Bach, 
author  of  many  books  on  reli- 
gious subjects,  a  former  pro- 


fessor of  religion  at  the  Uni- 
versity  of  Iowa  and  now  di- 
rector of  tht  Foundation  for 
Spiritual  Understanding  i  n 
Palos  Verdes,  Calif. 

The  book  is  dedicated  to 
Georgia  Torrey  Lucas  of 
Ames.  Torrey's  sister,  and 
Mrs    Wilria   J.    Been,    also  of 


Both  Torrey,  who  died  in 
July,  1967,  at  82,  and  his  wife 
were  identified  early  in  their 
careers  with  the  Midway  Col- 
ony Studios,  a  co-operative 
group  of  sculptors  in  Chicago. 
Worked  Under  Taft 

For  several  years  they 
worked  under  the  guidance  of 
Lorado  Taft,  the  famous 
sculptor.  After  the  Colony 
scattered,  they  purchased  a 
home  and  studio  in  Chicago. 

The  Torreys  moved  to  Des 
Moines  in  1957.  And  in  1959, 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of 
Lincoln,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  or- 
ganization formed  specifically 
to    pet    a    monument   of    the 


reys  to  do  the  statue  of  Lin- 
coln and  Tad. 

It  was  placed  at  the  west 

entrance  in  November,  1961. 

—Lillian  McLaughlin 


s*r/^y7 


I  -..As  you  can  see.,  .from  1961  to  '69  makes  quite  a 
■  change  in  some  of  ttr> 


•vr^ 


*  2 


• 
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WORK  OF  ART— William  S.  Bryant,  mayor  of  Summersvflle,  husband,  sculptor  Fred  Torrey,  will  be  enlarged  to  a  nlne- 
W.  Va.,  presents  $5,000  check  to  Mrs.  Mabel  Torrey  at  River-  foot  bronze  statue  and  placed  on  the  capitol  grounds  in  Char- 
side  Manor,  Ames  for  the  statue,  "Abe  Lincoln  Walks  At  leston,  W.  Va.  Looking  on  is  Dr.  K.  S.  Sun,  Mrs.  Torrey's  son- 
Midnight."  -The  statue,  completed  in  1933  by  Mrs!  Torrey's  in-law.    (Tribune  photo  by  Jim  Mone)  * 


Co :  3  ictor1  s 
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COMMEMORATES  STATUE  DRIVE 

Paperweight  To  Honor 
New  Lincoln  Bronze 


By  Charlotte  Flcshman 
SUCCLSS  OF  a  movement  to 
place  a  Lincoln  statue  on  the 
state  capitol  grounds  in 
Charleston,  West  Virginia,  is 
being  commemorated  with  the 
issuance  of  an  "Abraham 
Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight" 
paperweight. 

The  scalloped,  rectangular 
slab  encases  a  photo  of  a  42-inch 
plaster  model  of  a  Lincoln 
figure.  A  9-foot  bronze  casting  is 
planned  for  placement  on  a 
3-foot  base  on  the  state  capitol 
grounds  next  spring. 

.  The  statue  is  a  sculptural 
translation  by  Fred  Torrey 
(1884-1967)  of  the  familiar 
poem  of  Vachel  Lindsay 
(1879-1931),  who  ,  envisioned 
Lincoln  as  unable  to  rest  in  his 
tomb  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  and 
walking  at  midnight  because  "a 
sick  world  cries." 

Torrey 's  full  figure  of  the 
martyred  president  shows  him 
walking  with  slippered  feet, 
clutching  his  long  robe  with  his 
ri^ht  hand  at  his  chest. 

The  model,  acclaimed  by  art 
critics,  was  presented  to  the 
Mountain  State  on  Lincoln's 
birthday  anniversary  in  1970  by 
a  small  group  of  West  Virginians 
spearheading  a  drive  for  funds 
for  the  bronze  enlargement. 

Now,  a  year  later,  only 
$25,000  remains  to  be  raised. 
Success  of  the  drive  is  assured 
and  is  being  commemorated 
with  the  paperweight.  It  is 
designed  as  paperweights  of 
Lincoln's  own  time  except  for  a 


modern  plexiglas  window  on  the 
underside  ■  for  viewing  printed 
statue  information. 

Orders  for  the  paperweight, 
at  $5  each,  should  be  addressed 
to  Lincoln  Paperweight,  Raleigh 
County  Bank,  Beckley,  W.  Va. 
25801.  Sale  of  the  paperweight 
benefits  the  statue  fund  and  also 
serves  notice  that  West  Virginia 
soon  will  have  a  heroic-sized 
enlargement  of  the  famed 
sculptor's  favorite  work. 

Torrey  did  "Lincoln,  the 
Circuit  Rider"  and  "Lincoln,  the 
Ranger"  for  Lincoln's  tomb  in 
Springfield,  and  many  other 
Lincoln  studies,  including 
"Lincoln  and  Tad"  for  the  Iowa 
capitol  grounds  in   Des  Moines. 


Abe  Lincoln  Walks  At  Midnight 


"Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at 
Midnight"  was  designed  for 
bronze  enlargement  when  it  was 
sculpted  in  1933  but  Torrey 
kept' it  in  his  personal  collection 
throughout  his  life. 

One  year  before  he  died  in 
1967  at  the  age  of  83,  he 
arranged  for  the  model  to  go  to 
the  state  where  he  was  born  and 
where  he  lived  until  age  25, 
when  he  left  to  study 
sculpturing  at  the  Art  Institute 
of  Chicago. 

He  and  his  talented  wife, 
Mabel  Landrum  Toirey,,  were 
proteges  of  Lorado  Taft  and 
closely  associated  with  him  for 
many  years  in  Midway  Studios, 
Chicago. 

She  specialized  in  children's 
figures  and  he  in  Lincoln  studies, 
although  their  work  covers  a 
wide  range  of  contemporary, 
historical,  religious  and  mythical 
subjects. 

His  largest  commission  was 
the  $50,000  Munn  Memorial  in 
Gage  Park,  Topeka,  Kansas.  It 
portrays  the  westward  advance 
of  civilization  in  the  United 
States. 

The  most  famous  work  of 
Mrs.  Torrey,  now  an  invalid  in  a 
nursing  home  in  Ames,  Iowa,  is 
"Wynken,  Blynken  and  Nod."  It 
was  commissioned  by  the  city  of 
Denver,  Colorado,  as  a  memorial 
to  Eugene  Field,  who  wrote  the 
Dutch  lullaby. 

Their  combined  lifetime 
production  totals  nearly  100 
work's,  mostly  in  stone  and 
bronze  and  in  the  classical 
tradition.  Photographs  ^orrey 
took  of  his  and  hi$  wife's 
sculpture  illustrate  a  new  art 
book,  "The  Sculpture  of  Fred 
and  Mabel  Torrey,"  by  Gladys 
Hamlin,  assistant  professor  of  art 
at  Iowa  State  University. 

For  the  jacket  of  her  book, 
Miss  Hamlin  chose  "Abraham 
Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight." 

The  side  view  of  Lincoln  on 
the  book  jacket  is  the  same  as 


the  view  in  the  new  paperweight  j 
now  being  brought  out  in  West 
Virginia. 

Shipmen  was  not  scheduled 
until  late  February,  but  seven  oV 
the  paperweights  were  specially i 
crafted  in  advance  for 
presentations  on  the  1971 
Lincoln  birthday  anniversary. 

One       was       presented       to 
Governor    Arch    A.    Moore,    in 
whose    capitol    reception    room, 
the   statue    model   is  On  public 
display  now.  One  was  given  fdjj 
Miss        Elizabeth       Grthaihis 
executive  of  the  Vachel  Lindsay 
Association,  which  maintains gfijgjj 
poet's  "home  in  Springfield. 

The  others  went  to  Dr.  Paul  " 
M.     Stevens     of    Fort    Worth, 
Texas,  executive  director  of  the 
Southern    Baptists'  ■Radio    and 
Television      Commission,      for^ 
presentation  at  the  commission's* 
Abe     Lincoln    Awards    Benefit 
honoring    broadcasters    of    the 
nation    who    are    helping    "to 
elevate  the  nation  and  mankind 
to    new    levels    of    moral    and 
spiritual  attainment." 

Stevens  chose  West  Virginia's 
Lincoln  statue  »s  the  design  for 
bas  relief  reproduction  in  metal- 
plaques  etched  with  Lincoln's. 
second  inaugural  words,:, 
"Firmness  in  the  right  as  God 
gives  us  to  see  the  right." 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/statuesofabrahwlinc 
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Charleston,  !V  .  Va, 


1973 


On  State's  Birthday 


Lincoln  Statue  Close 
To  Capitol  Placement 


West  Virginia's  110th  birthday  today 
finds  the  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
closer  than  ever  to  a  place  on  the  Capi- 
tol lawn  after  a  seven-year  fund-raising 
drive. 

The  statue,  "Lincoln  Walks  at  Mid- 
night," is  being  shaped  by  sculptor  Ber- 
nie  Wiepper  for  the  next  and  final  stage 
of  being  cast  in  bronze. 

"I'll  probably  be  done  with  my  work 
in  another  three  or  four  weeks,"  Wiep- 
per said,  referring  to  the  finishing  part 
of  his  work  with  plaster  of  paris. 

"What  I'm  doing  is  going  to  be  cast  in 
bronze  by  Sheidow  Bronze  Works  in 
Kingwood,"  he  added. 

He  has  done  the  bottom  and  top  of  the 
statue  and  is  now  working  on  the  head. 


"THE  FINISHED  product  will  stand 
about  14  feet  high  on  its  base,"  he  ex- 
plained. 

In  1966,  Mayor  William  S.  Bryant  of 
Summersville  began  the  campaign  to 
erect  a  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln  on  Capi- 
tol grounds. 

Since  that  time,  Mrs.  Louise  Bing  of 
Charleston  has  publicized  the  effort  and 
made  the  campaign  statewide  for  the 
goal  of  $30,000. 

In  1971,  sponsors  noted,  the  drive  had 
raised  only  about  $4,000  in  voluntary 
contributions  from  the  public  and  pro- 
jects by  school  children. 

The  drive  was  given  a  special  boost  by 

the  State  Arts  and  Humanities  Council 
which  allotted  $15,000  in  matching  funds 
for  the  statue  in  1972. 

More  money  is  needed,  however,  to 
complete  the  project,  sponsors  said.  Con- 
tributions can  be  made  to  the  Lincoln 
Statue  Fund  at  the  National  Bank  of 
Commerce. 

President  Lincoln  signed  the  act  under 
which  former  northwestern  Virginia 
counties  became  the  separate  state  of 
West  Virginia  in  1863. 


WORKING  OX  the  head  of  tiip 
statue.  "Lincoln  Walks  at  Mid- 
night," Is  sculptor  Bernie  Wiep- 


per in  his  studio.  Sketch  of  the 
statue  hangs  in  the  background. 
(Gazette  Photo  by  Lewis  Raines) 


STATE  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ARCHIVES  AND  HISTORY 

STATE   CAPrTOL 

CHARLESTON    25305 


March  8,  1973 


West  Virginia  Historical  Society 
Charleston,  West  Virginia  25301 

Gentlemen: 

I  would  like  to  ohtain  some  information  and  statistics  on 
the  bronze  statue  "Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight?,  a  sculptural 
translation  by  Fred  Torroy. 

First  of  all  has  this  statue  actaally  been  erected  and 
dedicated  on  your  state  capital  grounds?  Is  this  a  heroic  bronze 
statue?  Can  you  give  me  the  exact  dimensions  of  the  statue?  Also, 
do  you  have  any  pictures  preferable  8  x  10  or  larger  of  the  statue  as 
it  appears  on  the  state  capital  grounds? 

We  would  be  very  appreciative  if  you  would  supply  us  with  the 
above  information  along  with  any  picture  and  literature  on  the  statue 
for  our  files.  We  collect  and  maintain  special  listings  on  all  heroic 
bronze  statues  on  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.)  Mary  Jane  Ilubler 
Asst.  to  Dr.  McMurtry 


MJH/jb 


HEROIC  LINCOLN  STATUES  IN  BRONZE 


1. 

1869 

2. 

1870 

3. 

1871 

4. 

1874 

5. 

1876 

6. 

1879 

7. 

1887 

8. 

1892 

9. 

1893 

10. 

1898 

11. 

1900 

12. 

1902 

13. 

1902 

14. 

1903 

15. 

1903 

16. 

1904 

17. 

1905 

18. 

1908 

19. 

1909 

20. 

1909 

21. 

1909 

22. 

1910 

23. 

1911 

24. 

1911 

25. 

1911 

26. 

1911 

27. 

1912 

28. 

1913 

29. 

1913 

30. 

1913 

31. 

1915 

32. 

1915 

33. 

1916 

34. 

1917 

35. 

1917 

36. 

1913 

37. 

1918 

38. 

1918 

39. 

1918 

40. 

1919 

41. 

1919 

42. 

1919 

43. 

1920 

44. 

1921 

45. 

1922 

Brown  -  Brooklyn,  New  York 
Brown  -  New  York,  New  York 
Rogers,  R.  -  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Mead  -  Springfield,  Illinois 
Ball  -  Washington,  D.  C. 
Ball  -  Boston,  Massachusetts 
St.  Gaudens  -  Lincoln  Park, 
Chicago,  Illinois 
Volk  -  Rochester,  New  York 
Bissell  -  Edinburgh,  Sco'tland 
Pelzer.  -  Middlesex,  New  Jersey 
Niehaus  -  Muskegon,  Michigan 
Niehaus  -  Buffalo,  flew  York 
Hastings  -  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Bissell  -  Clermont,  Iowa 
Mulligan  -  Pana,  Illinois 
Hastings  -  Bunker  Hill,  Illinois 
Mulligan  -  Chicago,  Illinois 
Zelezny  -  Omaha,  Nebraska 
Niehaus  -  Kenosha,  Wisconsin 
Weinman  -  Hodgenville,  Kentucky 
Weinman  -  Madison,  Wisconsin 
Rogers  -  Manchester,  N.  H. 
Borglum  -  Newark,  New  Jersey 
Elwell  -  East  Orange,  New  Jersey 
Mulligan  -  Chicago,  Illinois 
Weinman  -  Frankfort,  Kentucky 
French  -  Lincoln,  Nebraska 
Ganiere  -  Burlington,  Wisconsin 
Ganiere  -  Webster  City,  Iowa 
Schweizer  -  Gettysburg,  Pa. 
Pelzer  -  Boise,  Idaho 
Pelzer  -  Wooster,  Ohio 
Pelzer  -  Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 
Barnard  -  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Schweizer  -  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Gage  -  Topeka,  Kansas 
Hastings  -  Jefferson,  Iowa 
O'Connor  -  Springfield,  Illinois 
Lewis  -  Tacoma,  Washington 
Pelzer  -  Detroit,  Michiqan  * 
Barnard  -  Manchester,  England 
Pelzer  -  Detroit,  Michigan 
St.  Gaudens  -  London,  England 
Pelzer  -  Fremont,  Nebraska 
Barnard  -  Louisville,  Kentucky 


46. 

1924 

47. 

1924 

48. 

1924 

49. 

1926 

50. 

1927 

51. 

1928 

52. 

1928 

53. 

1929 

54. 

1929 

55. 

1930 

56. 

1930 

57. 

1930 

58. 

1930 

59. 

1931 

60. 

1931 

61. 

1932 

62. 

1932 

63. 

1934 

64. 

1935 

65. 

1935 

66. 

1938 

67. 

1939 

68. 

1939 

69. 

1939 

70. 

1939 

71. 

1944. 

72. 

1946 

73. 

1947 

74. 

1948 

75. 

1949 

76. 

1954 

77. 

1956 

78. 

1958 

79. 

1959 

80. 

1961 

31. 

1961 

82. 

1961 

33. 

1963 

84. 

1964 

85. 

1965 

86. 

1966 

87. 

1966 

88. 

1969 

89. 

1969 

Rebeck  -  Alliance,  Ohio 
Van  de  Bergen  -  Racine,  Wis. 
Hastings  -  Sioux  City,  Iowa 
St.  Gaudens  -  Grant  Park,  Chicago, 
Illinois 

Taft  -  Urbana,  Illinois 
Patigan  -  San  Francisco,  California 
Waters  -  Portland,  Oregon 
Cornell e  -  Freeport,  Illinois 
Konti  -  Yonkers,  flew  York 
Backman  -  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
Lewis  -  Spokane,  Washington 
Crunelle  -  Dixon,  Illinois 
Frazer  -  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey 
Kalish  -  Cleveland,  Ohio 
Van  den  Bergen  -  Clinton,  Illinois 
Keck  -  Wabash,  Indiana 
Manship  -  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 
Cecere  -  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 
Hering  -  Indianapolis,  Indiana 
Baker  -  Buffalo,  New  York 
Walker  -  Lawrence  County,  Illinois 
Keck  -  Hingham,  Massachusetts 
Shaler  -  Ripon,  Wisconsin 
Hunt  -  Bennington,  Vermont 
Slobodkin  -  Washinqton,  D.  C. 
Fairbanks  -  Honolulu,  Hawaii 
Lovet-Lorski  -  Decatur,  Illinois 
O'Connor  -  Washington,  D.  C.  ** 
Torrey  -  Decatur,  Illinois 
Keck  -  New  York,  New  York 
Fairbanks  -  New  Salem,  Illinois 
Fairbanks  -  Chicago,  Illinois 
Franklin  -  Providence,  R.  I. 
Fairbanks  -  Berv/yn,  Illinois 
Gage  -  Lincoln,  Illinois 
Torrey  -  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
Schoenke  -  Manitowoc,  Wisconsin 
Rubins  -  Indianapolis,  Indiana 
Tarrac  -  Juarez,  Mexico 
Huntington  -  Lincoln  City,  Neb. 
St.  Gaudens  -  Mexico  City,  Mexico 
Huntington  -  New  Salem,  Illinois 
Eraser  -  Syracuse,  New  York 
Huntington  -  Midland,  Michigan 


Removed  to  Waterford,  Michigan  and 
later  to  Brighton,  Michigan. 


**  Cast  in  1930  for  Rhode  Island  State 
House  grounds,  but  never  delivered. 


STATE  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA 

apartment  of  ^rcljtfcres  anfr  JMtsinrg 


CHARLESTON 
25305 


March   12,    1973 


Mrs.   Mary  Jane  Hubler 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,   Indiana 

Dear  Mrs.    Hubler: 

We  are  enclosing  two  newspaper  clippings  concerning  the  statue, 
Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight.     They  are  self-explanatory, 

If  you  wish  to  contact  us  later  in  the  year,   perhaps  we  can  give 
you  more  information  about  the  unveiling  of  the  statue. 

Sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.)  Carol  Warner 
Assistant  Librarian 


Enclosure 


A  Penny  for  Mr.  Lincoln? 


1 


By  Louise  Bing 


rcr-ny  gracing  the  capitoI 

:■'■■■'■*?  Mr.  ,.:-..-'!'i!  was  the 
(•^r-.lm.!:  voi-T  in  West  Vir- 

Tel^ 

groups.  If 

In  West  Virginia  would  label 

emplv  can  "Lincoln  Statue 
Fund"  and  let  each  custom- 
er'give  onlv  one  penny  on 
one  day  -  Feb.  12  -  THAT 
would  do  it. 

Or.  If  just  half  of  the  bank 
depositors  in  Charleston 


of  p^.-h:  a  std'i;,.  „f  Mr. 
Lincoln  on  the  capitol 
grounds.  It  has  taken  so  long 

project  aren't  really  organ- 
ized to  conduct  a  fund-rais- 
ing campaign.  And  money 
has  been  —  and  is  —  the  big 
obstacle. 

In  1963.  when  the  state  was 
celebrating  its  Centennial, 
UVst  V:if:!nians  were  asked 
to  write  biographies  of  out- 
daughters.  I  picked  Fred 
Martin  Torrey,  who  was 
(hen  ree^nized  as  the  na- 


M:  Torrev  !,>!<  W,M  V:r- 
;i!'.;.(  v,  u.-ri  lie  was  25,  and 
■ntered  the  Chicago  Art  In- 


That  stalled  the  Idea  until 
1966,    when   William   S. 

Bryant,  then  mayor  of  Sum- 


Moines  and  talked  with  Mr. 
Torrey.  Bryant  was  capti- 
vated by  the  Lincoln  model 


of  interested  workers  three 
vears  to  raise  the  money. 

Mr  Torrey  d,-d  m  i'.-VT.  hn! 
In  1969,  Bryant  again  flew  to 

Torrey  i\i,r"  f'T  :'u:  model. 
He  brought  it  back  to  West 
Virfiirjia   jnd  It  was  put  on 

display  in  '.he  '  lovernor'.s  ie- 

Then  began  the  long  strug- 
gle to  raise  enough  money  to 

convert  the  model  Into  a 
nine-foot  bronze  mounted  on 
the  Capitol  grounds,  A  num- 


nceded.  The  Arts 
manities  Council  1 
ed  ¥15,000  for  the 


per,  a  Charleston  av 
sculptor,  is  busy  at ' 


for  him  to  complete  his  pai  I 

of  the  final  work.  When  it  is 
completed,  if  enough  money 
Is  available,  the  pattern  will 
be  trucked  to  the  Sheidow 
Bronze  Corp.  In  Kingwood, 
Preston  County,  for  casting 


t  there  are  none  i: 


the  Lincoln  Statue  Fund 
Corp.,  the  National  Bank  of 

0-::.:r. ■::!■!.■?,  One  Commerce 
Square,  Charleston.  '^:2L2. 
You  can  get  involved  for  a 


Wlien  all  framers  are  finished,  they  will  be 
assem  bled  on  a  central  post  to  support  a  shin  of 
//,....  /Y,:/.V  pWu\  The  rough  statue  thus 
form  ed  will  be  filled—  Wiepper  says  "charged  "— 
u  i  ■  h  s ';.  mfoam  tn  form  a  core.  Wiepper  will  then 
cuter  the  foam  core  with  molding  plaster  and 
apply  final  details. 


First  slep:  Wiejmer  pours  "gel-irate" 
around  bottom  of  model  to  form  flexible 
mold  which  will  give  him  outline  of  bo t ton 


CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 
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that  here  at  midnight  in  our  Mile  town 
a  mourning  figure  walks  and  will  not  rest, 
near  the  old  courthouse,  pacing  up  and  down . . . 

A  bronzed,  lank  man!  His  suit  oj  ancient  black, 
a  famous  high  top  hat  and  plain  work-worn  shawl 
make  him  the  quaint  great  figure  men  love, 
the  prairie-lawyer,  master  of  us  all... 

—  Vachel  Lindsay 


in  all  thi 


The  years  have  passed  —  more 
than  100  of  them  —  since  Abraham 
Lincoln  signed  the  proclamation 
making  West  Virginia  a  state. 

It  is  an  irony  of  men  and  govern- 
ment that  Lincoln  has  no  memorial 
in  West  Virginia's  Capitol  at 
Charleston. 

A  Lincoln  memorial  fund  raising 
campaign,  begun  nine  years  ago  dur- 
ing the  stales  centennial  celebra- 
tion, has  little  more  than  reached  the 
half  -  way  point.  Its  goal  is  to  erect  a 
nine-foot  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln 
by  sculptor  Fred  Martin  Torrey  on 
the  grounds  of  the  Capital.  The  total 
cost  is  expected  to  be  540,000,  ac- 
cording to  Miss  Louise  Bing,  treasur- 
er of  the  non  -  profit  Lincoln  Statue 
FerH'orporntion. 

The  story  of  the  statue  began  in 
li-V:  when  the  sculptor  was  born  in 
Fairmont,  the  son  of  a  shoemaker. 

During  his  early  adult  years  he 
worked  in  Fairmont  as  a  window 
decorator.  One  day  a  traveler  com- 

nted  that  he  had  not  seen  anyihing 
idow  displays  of  Paris 
more  creative  than  Torrey's  work. 

Torrey  weighed  the  remark  and, 
soon  after,  decided  to  enroll  at  the 
Chicago  Art  Institute.  There  he  met 
and  married  another  student,  the 
former  Mabel  Landrum  of  Sterling, 
Colo. 

Through  the  years  the  Torreys 
often  worked  as  a  team  gaining  na- 
tional renown  as  two  of  America's 
foremost  classical  sculptors. 

Although  they  were  often  criti- 
cized for  their  traditionalism,  the 
Torreys  reflected  serenity  in  their 


studies  of  children.  Her 
work  was  inspired  by  their  daughter, 
Betty  Jane,  who  often  served  as  a 
model.  Among  her  work  is  "Wynken, 
"Blynken  and  Nod,"  which  stands  in 
Denver's  Washington  Park;  "Robin 
'n1"::.'  :<'":<;  Voning  Kiss,"  ?.  scul- 
ture  of  a  mother  and  child. 

Meanwhile  the  list  of  Fred  Tor- 
rey's work  became  long  and  impres- 
sive. It  includes  sculpture  of  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi,  Martin  Luther, 
Ccor.cc  Washington  Carver  and  John 
Kennedy.  But  he  was  most  intrigued 
by  the  subject  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Ail  told,  he  did  seven  works  of  Lin- 


Lincoln  showing  an  album  to  his  son.. 
Called  "Lincoln  and  Tad,"  it  is  a. 
product  of  Torrey's  teamwork  with 
his  wife  who  did  the  child's  figure. 
The  statue  stands  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Iowa  Capital  in  Des  Moines  and 
is  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  photo- 
graphed scenes  in  the  state. 

However,  in  spite  of  his  national 
acclaim,  none  of  Torrey's  work  was 
displayed  in  West  Virginia. 

Then  in  1963,  Miss  Bing,  a  retired 
Charleston  school  teacher,  began  a 
drive  to  erect  one  of  Torrey's  works 
of  Lincoln  in  the  Mountain  State  Cap- 
itol. 

Unable  to  gain  support  of  state 
officials,  she  appealed  to  Jim  Corn- 
stock,  editor  of  "Hillbilly,"  for  aid. 

"Mr.  Comstock  became  interest- 
ed in  the  project  and  published  my 
ideas,"  she  says.  "The  work  began  to 
pick  up.  Finally  he  interested  Sum- 
mersville  Mayor  William  S.  Bryant. 
Mr.  Brvant  flew  his  private  plane  to 
Iowa  and  later  met  with  the  Torreys 
in  their  Des  Moines  studio." 

In  1986  Torrey  offered  to  sell  a 
model  of  Abraham  Lincoln  called 
"Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight"  to  West 
Virginia  for  $5,000.  He  had  taken  the 
title  for  his  work  from  Vachel  Lind- 
say's poem  which  describes  Lincoln 
walking  the  streets  at  midnight  be- 


"Mr.  Torrey  told  Mr.  Bryant  he 
thought  it  would  make  a  fine  statue 
for  the  state  capital  grounds,"  Miss 
Bing  says.  "He  presumed  we  would 
have  the  model  made  into  a  nine  foot 

Mr.  Torrey  died  in  1967  before 
arrangements  for  the  sale  were 
complete. 

In  1969  Mr.  Brvant  again  flew  to 
Des  Moines.  This  time  he  had  55,000 
in  contributions  to  pay  for  the  Torrey 

"The  42-inch  statue  is  displayed 
in  the  Governor's  reception  room  at 
the  Capitol  awaiting  the  day  when  we 
can  come  up  with  the  money  to  finish 
the  job,"  Miss  Bing  says. 

Although  there  have  been  indi- 
vidual contributions,  one  of  the  ma- 
jor ones  was  a  $15,000  gift  from  the 
West  Virginia  Arts  and  Humanities 
Council.  However  $16,000  more  is 
needed  to  complete  the  work,  Miss 
Bing  says. 


One  of  his  greatest  is  a  study  of  When  the  necessary  money  is 


available,  the  model  will  be  sent  to 
New  York  to  be  enlarged,  which  will 
cost  $6,000.  Then  it  will  be  returned 
to  West  Virginia  for  bronze  casting. 
Finally  it  will  be  placed  on  the  state- 
house  grounds. 

The  corporation  has  set  West 
Virginia  Day,  June  20,  1973,  as  the 
target  date  for  unveiling  and  dedica- 
tion. 

"It  is  all  a  matter  of  individual 
contributions,"  Miss  Bing  says.  "If 
everyone  in  the  state  would  give  just 
a  little,  that  is  all  we  would  need.  I'm 


c:.v:.\;    r.V,.\L\>L 


-Ilunlinglon,  W.  Va.,  Suaday.May  21,1972 


not  looking  for  large  contributions. 

Donations  may  be  made  to  the 
Lincoln  Statue  Fund  Corporation, 
National  Bank  of  Commerce,  I 
Commerce  Square,  Charleston, 
W.Va. 

In  spite  of  the  amount  that  re- 
mains to  be  raised,  there  have  been 
people  across  the  state  working  with 
Miss  Bing  for  the  past  nine  years.  She 
says  one  of  the  mpst  faithful  is  an 
elderly  lady  in  Grafton  who  has  sent 
a  $5  contribution  each  month  since 
1966 -MHH 


Second  slei>:  Gel-I 


Ftmrlll  -Tip:   !nl..rr'il  millim-  •  >[  liollnm  fnun. 
i-  lr.ii.,1  ..il  |il\i.Motl,  1 1..-  |i. ill. tii  returned  (nli. 

Drawing  In  background  is  of  full-scale  statue. 


Third  step:  Mold  outline  of  bottom 
measured,  given  orient-ition  lines  1 
enlarged  to  fil  scale  of  final  statue. 
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CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


HAROLD   G.   LEE 

P.    O.    BOX    2791 

1219    VIRGINIA    a(PEET.    EAST 

CHARLESTON,   WEST   VIRGINIA    2S33D 

PHONE:   343-0136 


July  2,   1973 


Mr.   Mark  Neely ,  Jr.,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,   Indiana 

Dear  Mr.   Neely: 


Enclosed  find  article  regarding  a  Lincoln  statue  which 
will  adorn   the  Capitol  lawn  in  Charleston,  West  Virginia. 

I  was  wondering,   if  at  all  possible ,   could  there  be  some 
money  found  somewhere  for  a  donation  to  this  project. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  further  assistance  in  this  matter 
don't  hesitate   to  call   on  me. 

Sincerely , 


Harold  G.    Lee 
General  Agent 
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LINCOLN  FOR  CAPITOL  LAWN 


Statue  Now  Ready  For  Casting 


fly  LOUISE  BMC, 


Kach  day.  brings  us  closer  to  the  day 
when  Abraham  Lincoln  will  walk  at 
midnight,  upon  our  State  Capitol 
grounds 

Kor  seven  months  Hemic  Wicppcr. 
Charleston  artist  and  sculptor  has 
worked  on  the  Statue,  building,  and 
bringing  it  to  a  nine  fool  height  His 
work  is  completed  and  this  week, 
Thursday,  Novcml>er  15.  he  will  be 
taking  it  to  the  Sheidow  Bronze  Corp 
•it  Kingwood,  where  it  will  be  cast  in 
bronze.  It  will  take  the  Sheidow  people 
five  lo  six  months  to  complete  the  work 
ol  casting  it 

We  now  will  concern  ourselves  with 
the  creation  of  a  base  or  Inundation, 
upon  die  Stalehouse  grounds  upon 
which  the  Statue  will  Ik-  placed  when 
l>roughl  back  to  (Charleston  It  has  Ih-w 
said  that  the  Statue  will  weigh  ele\cn 
Ions  when  tmishcd 

Dedication  date  for  the  Statue  has 
been  set  lor  June  20th.  IH7-J  West 
Virginia  Day 

Many  shows,  plays  and  concerts  are 
I  icing  arranged  Ix-gumm^  with  s..lur 
dav.    June    15th.    and    upon    eacl'    da\ 


West  Virginia  will  Ik-  one  hundred 
and  eleven  years  old  on  June  20th  and 
we  regard  this  Statue  as  a  nilt  to  our 
beloved  State,  fol  the  people  of  the 
State  have  paid  lor  it  by  their  contri- 
butions Contributions  have  (nine  from 
every  section  of  .the  State  and  contn 
but  ions  are  still  Ixmg  asked  for  and 
will  l>c  welcomed  through  the  coming 
months  because  we  have  no  way  of 
knowing  lust  how  much  wili  he  need 
ed 

The  entertainment  we  are  planning 
will  require  some  lunds  since  «niif  ol'  it 
will  come  from  out-of-Klate  \\»  will  be 
using  much  local  talent 

When  the  day  of  Dedication  comes 

we  are  looking  forward  to  an  im- 
mense crowd  on  the  Stalehouse  lawn. 
White  many,  have  contributed  .there 
are  still  some  who  have  not 

II  you  contribute,  you're  going  to  love 
thai  Statue  more  .for  you  will  feel- 
.   that  you     have  helped  to  erect  it. 

Therefore,  il  you  have  not  cvntri- 
liulcd  set  please  do  so  Make  check 
payable  to:   The  Lincoln  Statue  Fund 
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WORKING  ON  the  head  of  the  per  in  his  studio.  Sketch  of  the 
statue,  "Lincoln  Walks  at  Mid-  statue  hangs  in  the  background. 
night,"  is  sculptor  Bernie  Wiep-       (Gazette  Photo  by  Lewis  Raines) 


•y;**MSvi. 


On  Stated  Birthday      J 

Lincoln  Statue 


se 


To  Capitol  Placement 


West  Virginia'^  110th  birthday  today 
finds  the  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
closer  than  ever  to  a  place  on  the  Capi- 
tol lawn  alter  a  seven-year  fund-raising 
drive. 

The  statue,  "Lincoln  Walks  at  Mid- 
night," is  being  shaped  by  sculptor  Ber- 
nie  Wiepper  for  the  next  and  final  stage 
of  being  cast  in  bronze. 

"I'll  probably  be  done  with  my  work 
in  another  three  or  four  weeks,"  Wiep- 
per said,  referring  to  the  finishing  part 
of  his  work  with  plaster  of  paris. 

"What  I'm  doing  is  going  to  be  cast  in 
bronze  by  Sheidow  Bronze  Works  in 
Kingwood,"  he  added. 

He  has  done  the  bottom  and  top  of  the 
statue  and  is  now  working  on  the  head. 


the  State  Arts  and  Humanities  Council 
which  "Hotted  $15,000  in  matching  funds 
for  the  statue  in  1972. 

More  money  is  needed,  however,  to 
complete  the  project,  sponsors  said.  Con- 
tributions can  be  made  to  the  Lincoln 
Statue  Fund  at  the  National  Bank  of 
Commerce. 

President  Lincoln  signed  the  act  under 
which  former  northwestern  Virginia 
counties  became  the  separate  state  of 
West  Virginia  in  1863. 


£s 


"THE  FINISHED  product  will  stand 
about  14  feet  high  on  its  base,"  he  ex- 
plained. 

In  1966,  Mayor  William  S.  Bryant  of 
Summersville  began  the  campaign  to 
erect  a  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln  on  Capi- 
tol grounds. 

Since  that  time,  Mrs.  Louise  Ring  of 
Charleston  has  publicized  the  effort  and 
made  the  campaign  statewide  for  the 
goal  of  $30,000. 

In  1971,  sponsors  noted,  the  drive  had 
raised  only  about  $4,000  in  voluntary 
contributions  from  the  public  and  pro- 
jects by  school  children. 

The  drive  was  given  a  special  boost  by 
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July  25,  19T3 
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Mr.  Harold  G.  Lee 

General  Agent 

1219  Virginia  Street,  East 

Charleston,  West  Virginia  2 

Dear  Mr.  Lee:  **cu 
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D*.  Reely  nas  dfBcdSaed^'^^  of  July  Z 

written  regarding  the  "lincbin^atatue  which  will  be  placed  on  the  Capitol 
lawn  in  Charleston. 

We  are  always  interested  in  projects  of  this  type  but  we  have  reviewed 
our  available  budgets,  have  diacusjsed  this  matter  witSi  several  of  our 
associates,  and  would  appreciate 'being  excused  In  this  instance.  We 

feel  we  c«4'b<iiof(',help| 


regret  that  we  do  not 
With  best  wishes. 


ACS 


d€:£  .u  Agei 


Sincerely, 


Allen  C.  Steere 

Vice  President  send  Secretary 
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HAROLD  G.   LEE 

GENERAL   AGENT 

PHONE:       3430156 


P.    O.    BOX    2791 
1210   VIRGINIA   STREET.    EAST 

Charleston.  West  Virginia  2033O 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 


November  28,   1973 


Mr.    Mark  Neely ,   Jr.,   Director 
Lincoln  National   Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,   Indiana 

Dear  Mr.   Neely: 

Please  refer  to  my  previous  correspondence  regarding  a  donation 
toward  the  statue,    "Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight" ,   which  will  be 
placed  on  our  State  Capitol   lawn. 

I  was  wondering  if  Lincoln  National  might  be  able  to  fit  a 
donation  into  their  1974  budget,   since   the  1973  budget  was 
already  set.      Enclosed  find  picture   and  description  of  the 
schedule  for  the  dedication  and  completion  of  "Lincoln  Walks 
at  Midnight". 


Sincerely , 


CVOl-V. 


^L  ^w 


Harold  G. 
President 


Lee 


HGL/jr 
Enclosure 
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December  28,  1973 


Mr.  Harold  G.  Lee,  President 
The  Lincoln  rational  Life 

Insurance  Company 
1219  Virginia  Street,  East 
Charleston,  West  Virginia  25330 

Dear  Harold: 

We  have  looked  again  at  the  "Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight"  project 
you  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  November  23  to  Mark  IJeely  and 
regret  that  we  do  not  find  it  possible  to  contribute.  It  has 
been  our  policy  to  specialise,  within  our  museum  here  in  the 
home  office,  on  a  local  basis  and  whenever  we  depart  from  that 
local  support  to  do  it  on  a  national  level. 


We  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  loci 
visa  you  complete  success  in  it. 


at  -Ha©  project  again  and 


Sincerely, 


T.  A.  Burns 

Vice  President,  Secretary 

and  Treasurer 
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Bringing  Lincoln  to  West  Virginia 

Reminiscences  by  Louise  Bing 


: 


A  lthough  the  fine  statue  of  Abra- 
JX  ham  Lincoln  at  the  State  Capitol 
in  Charleston  looks  "as  if  it's  been 
there  as  long  as  the  Statehouse  itself, 
it  actually  is  a  recent  addition  to  the 
grounds.  The  sculpture  was  unveiled 
on  West  Virginia  Day  in  1974,  after 
a  long  fund-raising  campaign,  to 
which  school  children  and  others  con- 
tributed money  and  time.  Creation  of 
■he  monument  was  a  uniquely  West 
Mrginian  undertaking,  inspired  by 
■he  1963  Centennial  celebration.  The 
jriginal  model  statue  was  sculpted  by 
Fairmont  native  Frederick  Martin 
Torrey,  with  Charleston  artist  Bernard 
Wiepper  later  translating  Torrey's 
work  into  a  full-size  plaster  "pattern." 
The  final  statue  was  cast  in  bronze  by 
i  Preston  County  foundry. 

Louise  Bing  was  treasurer  of  the 
?}roup  responsible  for  the  erection  of 
:he  Lincoln  statue.  Miss  Bing,  an  oc- 
casional GOLDENSEAL  writer, 
hopped  by  recently  to  share  her  refl- 
ections of  the  project.  I  set  out  to  in- 
erview  her,  but  once  the  tape  recorder 
vas  going  I  found  she  needed  no  ques- 
ioning  or  prompting  by  me.  She  later 
ailed  to  say  that  she  feared  she  had 
tot  done  justice  to  the  story,  and 
night  have  slighted  some  of  the  many 
■>eople  involved  in  the  fund  drive — 
nentioning,  for  example,  Lysander 
Dudley  and  the  state  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  But  1  felt  that  what  the 
■erbal  account  might  have  lacked  in 
he  way  of  detail,  it  more  than  made 
ip  in  freshness  and  spontaneity,  and 
hat  the  remarkably  active  Miss  Bing — 
tot  a  young  woman,  even  at  that 
ime — was  herself  a  central  figure  in 
he  story.  Here  is  her  largely  unedited 
nemory  of  the  11-year  campaign  to 
voperly  honor  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
he  state  created  by  his  signature  in 
863. 

— Ken  Sullivan 


ouise  Bing  in  front  of  the  Lincoln  statue  at  the 
late  Capitol  Photo  by  Rick  Lee 


In  1963  West  Virginia  celebrated  its 
100th  anniversary,  and  the  state  went 
crazy  over  celebrations  of  every  de- 
scription, Charleston  especially.  Since 
Abraham  Lincoln  had  created  this 
state  of  West  Virginia  by  his  procla- 
mation and  signature,  I  thought  that 
at  this  time,  when  the  state  was  100 


years  old  and  celebrating  its  anniver- 
sary, that  Lincoln  should  be  honored, 
but  he  wasn't.  There  was  no  statue  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  that  had  ever  been 
erected  in  the  state  of  West  Virginia, 
and  I  thought  there  should  be  one. 

About  this  time  I  read  an  article  in 
a  local  paper  about  a  man  who  had 


Miss  Bmg  examines  one  of  several  scrapbooks  from  the  Lincoln  statue  campaign  Photo  by  Rick  Lee 


been  born  in  1884  in  Fairmont.  His 
name  was  Fred  Martin  Torrey,  and  he 
left  the  state  when  he  was  25  years  old 
and  went  to  Chicago  to  enter  the  Chi- 
cago Art  Institute  to  study  sculptur- 
ing. While  there  he  met  a  woman  who 
was  from  Colorado  who  was  also 
studying  sculpturing.  They  had  so 
much  in  common,  and  they  fell  in  love 
and  married.  Her  name  was  Mabel.  So 
after  they  finished  with  the  Art  Insti- 
tute, they  set  up  their  own  studio  in 
Chicago  and  did  much  art  work  and 
sculpture. 

They  were  there  for  quite  some 
time,  and  then  they  moved  to  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  and  set  up  a  studio. 
While  they  were  in  Iowa,  Mr.  Torrey 


decided  to  place  a  statue  on  the  State- 
house  grounds  in  Des  Moines.  A  stat- 
ue of  Abe  Lincoln  and  Tad,  his  little 
boy.  No  statue  of  Lincoln  and  Tad  had 
ever  been  made  at  that  time.  Since 
Mrs.  Torrey  did  child  figures,  she  did 
the  figure  of  Tad  and  he  did  the  one 
of  Lincoln. 

They  were  in  Des  Moines  several 
years.  They  had  a  daughter  that  mar- 
ried and  lived  in  Ames,  Iowa,  so  then 
they  went  to  Ames  and  set  up  a  studio. 
And  they  were  there  several  years. 
While  they  were  there  in  Ames  I  start- 
ed corresponding  with  Mr.  Torrey,  in 
probably  '64  or  '65,  asking  him  to  pro- 
duce an  Abe  Lincoln  statue  for  the 
state  of  West  Virginia.  And  he  wrote 


back  and  said,  "My  health  is  failing, 
I'm  not  well.  I'm  through  sculptur- 
ing." But  he  said,  "There  s  a  model  for 
a  statue  sitting  right  here  in  my  office, 
it's  been  sitting  here  in  my  studio" — 
or  wherever  he  may  have  been — "for 
30  years.  If  West  Virginia  would  like 
to  have  the  model,  I'd  be  glad  to  sell 
it  to  them." 

So  I  wrote  back  and  told  him  that 
I  would  get  someone  to  come  to  Ames 
to  his  studio,  meet  him,  talk  to  him, 
and  see  the  model.  The  little  model 
was  42  inches  high,  he  called  it  "Abra- 
ham Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight."  He 
got  the  idea  from  a  poem  by  Vachel 
Lindsay,  by  that  name. 

So  the  next  thing  I  did  was  to  call 
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Jim  Comstock  at  the  West  Virginia 
Hillbilly.  I  had  written  many  articles 
for  Hillbilly,  and  Jim  and  I  were  great 
friends.  I  told  Jim  the  story,  and  he 
said,  "Oh,  I'll  get  a  man  to  send  out 
there  right  away."  He  called  me  back 
and  he  said,  "I've  got  a  man  who  is 
Mr.  Bryant,  William  S.  Bryant,  from 
Summersville,  he's  been  the  mayor  of 
Summersville  for  16  years.  He  flies  his 
own  plane.  He  will  go  to  the  studio 
and  meet  Mr.  Torr,ey  and  see  the  mod- 
el." So  Bryant  came  back  from  there, 
and  he  was  delighte'd,  called  me  and 
he  said  that  the  model  was  beautiful 
and  he  would  like  very  much  to  have 
it,  he  hoped  West  Virginia  would  buy 
it.  And  he  said  that  Mr.  Torrey's  price 
for  the  model  was  $5,000.  Well,  I  said, 
"That's  where  we  start — to  collect  con- 
tributions. I've  got  to  raise  the  $5,000." 
By  then  it  was  1966,  nothing  had  been 
done. 

So  I  went  to  work  then  to  gather  the 
money,  for  the  $5,000.  And  it  took  till 
1969  to  get  the  $5,000.  But  when  we 
got  it,  Mr.  Bryant  got  in  his  plane, 
went  to  the  studio — in  the  meantime, 
Mr.  Torrey  had  died.  He  died  in  1967. 
Mr.  Bryant  gave  a  check  for  $5,000  to 
the  widow,  Mabel  Torrey.  And  he 
brought  the  little  model  back  with 
him  in  his  plane.  The  little  model  of 
the  statue  is  right  down  in  the  Gov- 
ernor's reception  room,  you  may  have 
seen  it. 

Mr.  Torrey  had  told  me  he  estimat- 
ed it  would  cost,  to  complete  the  statue 
and  have  it  erected  on  the  Statehouse 
grounds,  no  less  than  $40,000.  So 
when  the  $5,000  was  paid  for  the  mod- 
el, I  figured  then  it  would  take  $35,000 
more.  I  went  to  the  West  Virginia  Arts 
and  Humanities  Council  here,  and 
they  gave  me  $15,000.  That  was  my 
godsend,  and  a  great  big  help.  Then 
I  went  to  writing  letters  all  over  every- 
where, asking  for  contributions,  and 
articles  in  all  the  state  papers  asking 
for  contributions,  and  asked  that  the 
money  be  sent  to  the  National  Bank 
of  Commerce  for  the  Abraham  Lin- 
coln statue  fund. 

Many  people  were  in  favor  of  this 
and  got  out  and  really  worked  for  it. 
There  was  one  woman  in  Fairmont 
who  knew  all  about  the  Torreys  and 
had  known  them — the  Torrey  home- 
stead was  still  standing  there.  Her 
name  was  Helen  Frankman,  and  she 
said,  "Oh,  I'll  be  so  glad  to  help  you 
with  this  money."  Mrs.  Franklin  did 


Artist  Bernie  Wiepper  at  work  on  the  nine-foot  plaster  pattern  in  his  Charleston  studio  in  November 
1973.  Louise  Bmg  and  Bob  Nuzum  look  on  Photographer  unknown 
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Below:  Jim  Comstock,  Louise  Bing,  and  Bill  Bryant  at  the  State 
Capitol  in  1970.  By  this  time  the  three  had  already  been  working  on 
the  statue  project  for  several  years.  Photographer  unknown. 
Bottom:  The  Statue  Committee  ■  Helen  Frankman,  Bob  Nuzum,  Bill 
Bryant,  Miss  Bing,  and  Walter  Spring  ■  at  a  meeting  in  1972. 
Photographer  unknown. 
Right:  Louise  Bing  with  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Photo  by  Rick 


Far  right:  Unveiling  the  statue  on  West  Virginia  Day,  June  20,  1974 

Betty  Sun,  sculptor  Torrey's  daughter,  is  assisted  by  former  Governor       \ 


Arch  Moore  Photographer  unknown 


everything  over  the  years  it  took  to 
raise  the  money.  She  tried  all  kinds 
of  ideas  and  she  raised  much  money. 
Probably  over  $1,000.  Another  lady, 
now  still  living  in  Grafton,  I  think 
she's  97  years  old,  fell  for  the  idea.  She 
sent  me  check  after  check  after  check, 
$75,  $85,  $95,  $100,  till  I  think  she  sent 
about  $600  in  all.  Then  there  was  a 
lady  in  Charleston  that  was  in  favor 
of  the  idea.  And  she  said,  "I'm  going 


to  help  in  this  way.  I'm  going  to  Hur- 
ricane and  talk  to  a  man  down  there 
that  makes  paperweights.  I'm  going 
to  get  him  to  make  us  a  thousand  Lin- 
coln paperweights,  and  we'll  sell  'em. 
Sell  'em  for  $5  each,  and  of  course  out 
of  that  money  I've  got  to  pay  him  for 
making  'em."  So  we  received  over 
$1,000  in  contributions  from  the  pa- 
perweights. We  sold  'em,  every  one  of 
'em. 


So  it  went  on  and  on,  and  everybody 
contributed.  I  wrote  thousands  of  let- 
ters to  individuals  and  organizations, 
banks,  throughout  the  state.  The  mon- 
ey rolled  in. 

Then,  as  Mr.  Torrey  had  told  me, 
the  next  thing  we  had  to  find  was  a 
man  to  do  a  nine-foot  plaster  statue. 
Plaster  cast,  they  call  it  a  plaster  cast. 
He's  got  to  take  this  little  42-inch 
model    in    his    studio   and,   if   he's   a 
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sculptor  and  he  knows  how  to  do  it, 
by  measurement  he  can  produce  a 
nine-foot  plaster  cast.  Then  the  plaster 
cast  will  have  to  be  taken  to  King- 
wood,  West  Virginia,  where  the  Van- 
iderstine  [Sheidow]  Bronze  Corpora- 
tion is  and  they  will  set  it  in  bronze. 
Cast  it  in  bronze. 

So  I  located  Bernie  Wiepper  here  in 
Charleston,  who  is  an  artist  and  a 
sculptor.  Bernie  was  pleased  to  do  the 


job.  It  would  be  the  biggest  job  he  ever 
did.  It  took  Bernie  from  November 
1972  until  November  1973— took  him 
one  year — to  build  his  nine-foot  struc- 
ture. Then  he  took  it  to  Kingwood, 
and  they  had  it  up  there  until  1974, 
along  in  the  first  of  June  when  it  was 
brought  to  the  Statehouse  and  erected 
on  the  13th  day  of  June  1974.  Then 
the  dedication  came  on  West  Virgin- 
ia's birthday,  which  was  June  20th, 


1974.  That  was  the  day  they  had  the 
dedication.  And  of  course  there  was 
a  huge  crowd.  We  had  the  symphony 
orchestra,  we  had  high  school  bands 
play.  It  was  a  marvelous,  wonderful 
ceremony.  The  only  child  that  Fred 
Martin  Torrey  had  was  Mrs.  Betty 
Sun — she  lives  in  Colorado — and  she 
came  and  unveiled  the  statue.  And  it 
was  really  a  big  day,  and  a  very  grand 
day.    4t- 
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